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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS  .  .  . 


ARGENTINA 

The  prohibition  on  exportation  of  corn  and  corn  products  was  modified  by  a 
Presidential  decree  of  October  25.    The  decree  authorizes  exports  of  these  commodl- 
s  2«  retirements  of  the  domestic  market  are  assured.    The  Poss  b lit* r  o  sub- 
stituting wheat  for  corn  to  some  extent  In  domestic  use  is  said  to  have  made  the 
act  possible. 

INDIA 

Production  of  corn  for  the  current  season  is  placed  at  91.4  million  bushels 
for  the  country,  excluding  Delhi,  Northwest  Frontier  provinces,  and  Sind.    No  esti- 
mate for  the  corn  crop  of  the  preceding  year  Is  available,  but  the  Incomplete  return 
is  indicated  to  be  the  largest  estimate  received  since  1930-31. 

IRELAND 

in  order  to  extend  short  wheat  supplies  the  admixture  of  barley  with  wheat  is 
now  reported  to  be  compulsory. 

URUGUAY 


3y  the  end  of  the  season  (October  31)  practically  all  the  1942-43  Uruguayan 
wool  clip  had  been  shipped  out,  most  of  it  going  to  the  United  Stades.    No  shipments 
were  made  in  the  first  week,  of  the  new  season. 

COSTA  RICA 

A  Government-proposed  bill  assuring  producers  of  corn,  rice,  beans,  and 
potatoes  a  stable  market  at  guaranteed  minimum  prices  was  reported  on  favorably  by 
the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Costa  Rlcan  Congress  late  In  October.    The  bill  author- 
izes the  president  of  the  Republic  to  conclude,  through  the  Ministers  of  Finance, 
Agriculture,  and  Labor,  a  contract  with  the  National  Bank  of  Costa  Rica  under  which 
the  latter  agency  would  obligate  Itself  to  purchase  domestic-grown  rice,  beans,  corn, 
and  potatoes  for  cash  at  fixed  mlmlmum  prices  sufficient  to  cover  production  costs 
and  yield  a  reasonable  profit.    A  revolving  fund  would  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Bank  for  that  purpose.    The  Government  in  turn  would  assume  responsibility  for 
organizing  the  distribution  of  the  products  in  question  to  consumers  at  reasonable 
prices. 

HUNGARY 


The  official  Hungarian  crop  report  for  the  3  weeks,  September  28  to  October  18, 
stated  that  the  weather  was  dry  and  warm.    Sowing  of  new  crops,  wheat,  rye,  winter 
barley,  and  winter  rape,  was  practically  completed,  but  rain  was  needed  badly.  Harvest 
lng  of  most  of  the  corn  crop  was  completed.    Yields  were  generally  poor.    The  potato 
crop  was  described  as  above  medium.    Harvesting  of  sugar  and  fodder  beets  was  under 
way,  but  the  beets  were  small  in  size  due  to  the  drought. 
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GRAINS  AND  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  .  .  . 

Gordon  P.   Boals,   in  charge 
MEXICO'S  CORN  PROSPECTS  UNFAVORABLE;  DEFICIT  EXPECTED 

Preliminary  forecasts  of  the  1943  corn  crop  In  Mexico  place  the  outturn  at 
around  70  million  bushels,  or  about  25  percent  smaller  than  the  near-record  produc- 
tion reported  In  1948,    Though  considerably  less  than  the  crops  of  the  past  2  seasons, 
the  current  harvest,  at  the  level  reported,  would  be  about  the  same  as  the  average 
production  during  the  5  years,  1936-1940,    The  crop  Is  reported  to  be  about  a  month 
late  and  therefore  in  some  danger  of  frost  damage,  which  might  further  reduce  the 
yield. 

Corn  is  grown  In  every  State  In  Mexico.    The  Importance  of  this  grain  in  the 
economy  of  the  country  is  stressed  by  a  comparison  with  four  other  Important  crops, 
including  wheat,  rice,  beans,  and  sugar.    Of  the  five  crops,  corn  constitutes,  on  an 
average,  almost  70  percent  of  the  total  tonnage.    Its  growth  is  mainly  In  small  plots, 
one  estimate  placing  the  number  of  producers  at  3,700,000.    A  substantial  portion  of 
the  crop  is  grown  in  isolated  areas  having  poor  transportation  facilities  and  Is,  in 
large  part,  consumed  in  the  locality  where  grown.     It  is  used  mainly  as  food,  corn 
forming  the  most  important  part  of  the  diet, 

LONG  DROUGHT    The  present  unfavorable  crop  prospects  are  the  result  of  a  severe  drought 
REDUCES  CROP    tliat  reinalnec*  unbroken  for  several  months  In  parts  of  the  country,  es- 
pecially in  the  north  and  northeast.    Early  dryness  was  said  to  have 
delayed  and  reduced  plantings,  and  in  some  northern  areas  two  and  three  replantlngs 
were  made.    Continued  drought  in  August  and  September  retarded  development  of  corn, 
which,  according  to  reports,  suffered  more  damage  than  any  other  crop. 

SOME  SHIFT    Early  season  plans  pointed  to  an  increased  corn  acreage  in  Important 
FROM    CORN    Producing  regions,  and  in  many  areas  more  land  was  prepared  for  corn  than 
in  1942,  but  with  dry  conditions  delaying  planting,  a  considerable  shift 
was  reported  to  other  crops  for  which  high  prices  were  assured.    For  example,  in  parts 
of  Jalisco,  which  is  the  foremost  corn  producer,  and  in  Aguas  Calientes,  considerable 
corn  land  was  planted  to  peanuts. 


Three  distinct  corn  crops  are  grown  In  Mexico,  during  the  year.    This  Is  made 
possible  by  wide  variations  In  climate.    Early  plantings,  estimated  to  represent 
normally  about  10  percent  of  the  total  crop,  are  harvested  In  April,  May,  and  June. 
The  chief  regions  of  production  are  in  the  States  of  Tamaullpas,  Hidalgo,  San  Luis 
Potosl,  Veracruz,  Oaxaca,  and  Nayarit.    A  second  or  intermediate  crop,  harvested  In 
August  and  SeptemDer,  is  grown  mainly  in  Nuevo  Leon  and  Tamaullpas,  though  It  is  grown 
also  In  small  quantities  in  other  scattered  areas.    The  Intermediate  crop  accounts 
for  another  10  percent  of  the  total  production.    Plantings  of  the  early  and  raid-season 
crops  this  year  were  reported  as  having  been  largely  lost  as  a  result  of  the  drought. 

The  main  crop,  representing  on  the  average  about  80  percent  of  the  total,  Is 
usually  harvested  In  October  and  November.    This  year,  however,  the  crop  Is  reported 
as  being  about  a  month  late.    It  Is  grown  In  the  more  temperate  areas  of  the  country. 
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Plantings  of  the  late  or  main  crop  began  in  April,  but  lack- of  moisture  in  tlie 
northern  regions  delayed  operations,  and  the  continuance  of  the  drought  into  May- 
caused  a  further  curtailment  in  the  acreage. 

Though  weather  conditions  were  improved  considerably  In  parts  of  the  country 
during  June,  the  drought  continued  In  northeastern  Mexico  and  parts  of  the  Central 
Plateau  and  the  coast  States  of  Slnaloa  and  Sonora.     During  August  and  the  first  part 
of  September,  rainfall  was  insufficient  to  make  up  for  the  earlier  lack,  and  crops  de- 
teriorated.   Heavy  rains'  in  late  September  were  too  late  to  make  up  for  the  earlier 
deficiency,  and  substantial  damage  to  the  corn  crop  was  reported,  especially  in  the 
eastern  and  north-central  parts  of  the  country.    Production  in  San  Luis  Potosl  this 
year  is  estimated  to  cover  only  about  30  percent  of  requirements,  and  the  deficit  is 
placed  at  about.  3.3  million  oushels.    Tamaulipas  is  also,  reportedly,  one  of  the  States 
suffering  from  a  severe'  shortage,  with  the  greatest  hardship-"  It  -the  urban  centers. 
Some  estimates  place  the  crop  loss  In  the  latter  State  as  high  as  80  percent. 

Such  prospective  high  losses  are  especially  critical,  since  corn  supplies  have 
been  short  in  many  parts  of  Mexico  during  1943.    Despite  the  large  crop  reported  in 
1942,  surplies  have  been  extremely  scaice,  and  parts  of  the  country  hs-re  suffered 
acute  deficienci.es,.     Statistically,  the  1943  supplies  appeared  to  be  ample  for  the 
country's  needs,  and  no. real  shortages  were  foreseen  except  In  a  few  isolated  parts 
of  the  country.     Shortages  'were  expected  in  such  areas  because  of  transportation 
difficulties  rather  than  short  supplies. ■ 

As  the  situation  has  developed,  however,  some  over-estimation  of  the  1942 
crop  seems  indicated.    The  belief  is  that  extensive  'hoarding  may  be  discounted  as  a 
factor  in  the  current  shortage,  since  stocks  cannot  be  carried  for  long  periods  of 
time  without  deterioration.    Prices,  moreover,  are  now 'at "a  high  enough  level  to 
encourage  liquidation  of  holdings..    Reduction  in  the  early  snd  intermediate  crops, 
have,  of  course,  contributed  to  the  shortage,  as  these  crops  are  counted  on  to  bridge 
the  gap  until  the  late  harvest  comes  on  'the  market.  -  New-crop  corn  is  ordinarily  not 
considered  sufficiently  dry  for  grinding  for  tortillas  until  a  month  or  6  weeks  after 
harvest. 

Mexico's  corn  requirements  can  usually  be  filled  from  the  domestic  supply  with 
very  small  imports  required.     Average  imports  during  19-32-1941  were  less  than  350,000 
bushels.     In  the  current  season,  however ,  requirements  were  increased  considerably, 
and  import  needs  In  19 ;4  also  are  expected  to  be  larger.     The  prospective  deficit  is 
placed  at  about  19  million  bushels,  the  bulk  of  which  is  expected  to  be  supplied  from 
early  crops  next  spring. 

GOVERNMENT  ADOPTS  The  Government  has  passed  a  number  of  measures  designed  to  alleviate 
REMEDIAL  MEASURES    the  present  shortage  and  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  current 

difficulties.    Commercial  stocks  ivere  placed  under  exclusive  control 
of  a  "Consortium'1    until  December  31,   1943,     Subsidies  to  absorb  part  of  the  distribu- 
tion costs  were  also  provided  for.     In  late  September  the  Government  formulated  a 
corn-planting  program  and  set  definite  percentage  increases  to  be  made  in  the  acreage. 
An  important  feature  of  this  measure  is  a  provision  for  an  expansion  in  the  corn 
acreagg  in  all  agricultural  regions  so  that  each  area  would  produce  sufficient  corn 
to  fill  its  local  needs.    Under  the  terms  of  the  decree,  from  10  to  15  percent  of  the 
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total  area  under  cultivation  must  be  planted  to  corn  In  those  zones  where  corn  Is  not 
customarily  grown.    An  additional  planting  of  about  1.2  million  acres  in  tropical 
coastal  areas  is  planned.   'This  should '.'"do! .much  to  alleviate  shortages  occurring  as 
the  result  of  drought  and  early  frosts. 


MEXICO:    Corn  supply  and  utilization,  1932-1943 
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From  official  sources. 

a/  Trade  for  calendar  year  following  harvest, 
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ARGENTINA  PLANS  ADDITIONAL  WHEAT  STORAGE 

Construction  of  additional  storage  space  in  Argentina  fcr  a  million  tons 
(about  36.7  million  bushels)  of  Government-owned  wheat  of  the  1942-43  crop  is  planned, 
according  to  reports.    Tne  problem  of  adequate  storage  for  the  large  wheat  stocks  has 
had  the  Government's  attention  for  some  time.     A  shortage  of  burlap  bags  has  com- 
plicated the  storage  problem,  since  shipping  and  storage  facilities  in  Argentina  are 
not  suited  for  bulk  storage.    The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  study  and  prepare 
plans  for  the  construction  of  underground  grain  storage  was  announced  recently. 

The  kind  of  storage  favored  and  now  under  .consideration  is  said  to  be  the 
underground-silo  type  with  a  cement  floor*    It  is  hoped  that  comparatively  inexpen- 
sive protection  will  thus  be  afforded  grain,  which  is  he.ld  over  long  periods  of  time. 
Stocks  of  1941-42  grain  were  reported  to  have  sustained  heavy  losses  as  the  result'  * 
of  inadequate  protection  from  the  weather,  and  some  damage  from  Insect  infestation. 
This  grain  was  stored  in  the  open  with  unprotected  sides  and  in  some-  instances,  with 
no  protecting  cover. 
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MEXICO  EXPECTS  RECORD  RICE  HARVEST 


On  the  basis  of  preliminary  reports  from  growing  areas  in  Mexico,  it  is 
estimated  that  rice  production  In  1943  will  amount  to  5,600,000  bushels,  compared 
with  5,486.000  last  year,  and  an  average  of  4,884.000  bushels  during  1938-1943,  accord- 
ing to  reports  from  Mexico.    Favorable  growing  conditions  have  been  reported  for  the 
current  crop,  which  is  harvested  mainly  from  August  through  December,  in  the  principal 
rice-producing  areas. 

Three  States,  Sonora,  Morelos,  and  Mlchoacan,  produce  80  percent  of  the  rice 
grown  in  Mexico.    Sonora,  In  northwest  Mexico  on  the  united  States  border,  accounts 
for  40  percent  of  total  production.    Irrigation  is  necessary  in  this  State  to  plant 
and  cultivate  the  crop,  as  the  climate  is  dry.    A  large  dam,  the  Angostura  in  the 
central  part  of  the  State,  was  opened  in  1942  and  provides  water  for  extensive  ir- 
rigation.   The  belief  is  that  this  area  will  become  more  important  for  rice  growing. 
Acreage  planted  to  rice  in  Sonora  has  increased  steadily  In  the  past  10  years,  and 
modern  cultivation  methods  similar  to  those  used  In  California  are  employed.  The 
most  important  type  of  rice  grown  is  the  Edith  variety.    Normally  about  80  percent 
of  the  crop  from  this  State  is  exported. 

Rice  production  in  Morelos,  which  now  raises  about  25  percent  of  the  total 
crop,  dates  from  colonial  days,  and  until  1800  that  State  was  the  most  important 
producer.    Urban  centers  have  been  the  largest  consumers  of  rice  in  Mexico,  and  as 
Morelos  is  near  Mexico  City,  which  leads  in  rice  consumption,  it  held  an  advantage 
in  selling  to  that  market  until  means  of  transportation  became  available  from  other 
producing  States. 

In  the  Michoachan  area,  where  15  percent  of  the  Mexican  rice  crop  is  grown, 
fields  are  flooded  to  soften  the  dry,  rocky  soil,  after  which  seed  is  broadcast  and 
cattle  driven  over  the  area  to  cause  actual  planting.    After  the  plant  is  established, 
cattle  often  are  allowed  to  graze  over  the  field  to  induce  the  growing  of.  an  increased 
number  of  stalks.    The  best  known  variety  of  rice  In  Mexico.,    grown  extensively  In  the 
State  of  Morelos  and  Michoachan,  Is  called  Jo  Jutla,  which  is  a  very  long-grained 
type.     It  usually  sells  for  from  3  to  3  cents  per  pound  more  than  other  varieties. 


MEXICO: 
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Rice  acreage  and  production  by  states, 
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In  1943  the  supply  of  rice  >as  been  maintained  above  domestic  requirements, 
and  the  prospects  for  a  favorable  crop  this  year  would  normally. allow  a  surplus  for 
export.    Yet,  in  view  of  the  rising  cost  of  foodstuffs  generally  and  the  shortage  of 
corn  for  human  consumption,  it  is  expected  that  the  domestic  demand  for  rice  will 
increase.    As  a  result  the  Mexican  Government  will  probably  be  reluctant  to  grant 
licenses  for  export  of  any  substantial  quantities  of  rice  from  the  1943  crop.  Dur- 
ing 1942,  the  largest  quantity  ever  exported  from  Mexico,  51  million  pounds,  was 
reported.    The  principal  destinations  were  the  United  States  for  transhipment  and  the 
Canadian  and  Cuban  markets. 

MEXICO:    Rice  production,  trade,  and  apparent  domestic  utilization, 
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Average  wholesale  prices  paid  for  rice,  Morelos  type,  at  Mexico  City  have 
steadily  advanced  from  $2.56  P»r  hundred  pounds  in  January  1939, to  S4  27  per 
hundred  in  May  1943,  when  the  present  ceiling  price  was  established. 

RICE  PRODUCTION  IN  EGYPT  BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S  CROP 


Total  output  of  rice  in  Egypt  produced  from  an  increased  acreage,  this  season, 
will  be  considerably  lower  than  anticipated,     It  is  predicted  that  insufficient  water 
for  irrigating  and  lack  of  fertilizers  will  reduce  yields,  so  that  the  crop  will  be 
from  5  to  10  million  bushels,  or  from  140  to  280  million  pounds  of  milled  rice,  below 
the  large  harvest  of  a  year  ago.    Average  national  consumption  is  calculated  at  from 
580  to  o70  million  pounds  annually,  but  it  is  believed  that  It  was  greater  in  1942 
because  of  shortage  of  other  cereals  and  the  presence  in  Egypt  of  the  British  and 
Allied  troops.    Egypt  is  the  principal  source  of  supply  for  rice  available  for  the 
Allied  nations  outside  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and  countries  such  as  Ceylon,  Palestine, 
Syria,  and  East  African  territories  relied  on  Egyptian  rice  production  to  partially 
fulfill  demands  for  rice. in  1942  and  1943. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS  ...  . 


A.   W.  Palmer, 


in  charge 


COTTON  PRODUCTION  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  DECREASING 

Cotton'  production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  falling  a  victim  to  the 
wartime  effort  to  expand  the  production  of  food  crops.    Recent  reports  indicate  that 
much  of  the  land  formerly  planted  to  cotton  is  now  being  devoted  to  food  production. 
There  was  a  period,  at  the  outbreak,  of  the  war,  In  1939-40,  when  increased  demand 
from  war  industries  and  consequent  higher  prices  for  the  staple  encouraged  some  in- 
crease in  cotton  production.    For  the  past  2  years,  however,  the  Union  has  produced 
only  about  700  bales  annually,  compared  with  13,000  bales  In  1929-30.    At  one  time 
the  Union  exported  a  sizeable  amount  of  cotton,  but  at  present  it  Imports  lint,  llnt- 
ers,  and  seed,    with  the  expansion  of  production  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  Uganda,  and 
Brazil,  imports  from  those  countries  increased  steadily. 

The  South  African  cotton  crop  is  grown  chiefly  in  eastern  Transvaal,  Natal, 
Zululand,  and  the' northwestern  part  ot  Cape  Province  along  the  orange  River,  and  it 
is  worlced  maialy  'by  the  European  population.    The  highest  grade  of  cotton  Is  pro- 
duced in  the  silt  soil  along  the  Orange  River,  where  the  crop  Is  grown  under  irri- 
gation.   The  greater  proportion  o.f  the  Union's  crop  has  a  staple  length  of  1-1/8 
Inches  or -longer,  and-  in  recent  years  about  three-fourths  of  the  production  has  been 
classed  as  middling  or  better,     Formerly  such  quantities  of  cotton  as  were  exported 
were  shipped  almost  entirely  to  the  United  Kingdom.    The  bulk,  of  the  crop  is  consumed 
in  the  local  textile  and  shoe  Industries,  and  more  recently,  in  munitions  industries. 

Production  In  the  Union  has  been  rather  erratic  in  the  .past  two  decades,  but 
has  followed  a  downward  trend.     In  1929-30,  over  13,000  bales  were  produced,  and  the 
next  year  production  fell  by  half  to  6,000  bales;  for  the  next  6  years,  production 
averaged  around  2,000  bales,  and  for  the  past  6  years,  it  has  averaged  about  1,000 
bales,  with  the  last  2  years  running  only  about  700  bales  each  year. ; 

UGANDA  COTTON  ACREAGE  INCREASED  : 

After  a  sharp  reduction  in  their  cotton  plantings  last  season,,  growers  in 
Uganda  this  yeay  once  more  .planted  well  over  a  million  acres.    Plantings  In  the  three 
Provinces  of  the  country  up  to  the  end  of  August  1943 r totaled: 'IV 099, 500  acres,  com- 
pared with  874,800  acres  In  1912  and  1,287,300  in  1941.    Crop  conditions  at  the  end 
of  August  were  generally  good  throughout  the-  country.    Production  this  year  is  ex- 
pected to  increase  by  a  larger  percentage  than  acreage,  as  the  unusually  small  crop 
of  1942-43  was  due  more  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions  throughout  the  .season  than 
to  the  comparatively  small  area  .under' cultivation.    Compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  equivalent  of  382,900  bales  (of  478  pounds)  was  picked  . on  1, 287  ,  256  acres,  the 
1942-43  crop  of  94,600  bales  showed  a  decrease  of '7 1  percent  In  production  and  only 
32  percent  in  acreage.  •• 

In  the  Eastern  Province,  the  most  Important  producing  area  of  the  country,  all 
of  the  cotton  was  planted  by  the  end  of  August,  arid  -crop  .•conditions  were  encouraging. 
As  planting  was  completed  in  the  Busoga  Zone,  early  plantings. of  the  Central  Zones 
were  fruiting,  and  picking  was  begun  In  Usuku. 
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Early  plantings  were  reported  to  be  .fruiting  heavily  by  the  end  of  August  In 
the  Lango  Zones  of  the  Western  Province,  and  the  crop  appeared  to  be  In  good  condi- 
tion. Dry  weather  for  a  week  or  two  during  the  month  slowed  growth  somewhat  In  the 
Bunyora  Zone  and  caused  the  Acholl  acreage  tOt be  below  normal,  but  crop  conditions 
at  the  end  of  the  month  were  about  average.  There  was  a  slight  acreage  decrease  In 
the  West  Nlle-Madi  Zone  of  that  Province  owing  to  unsuitable  planting  conditions, 
but  the  crop  has  since  been  growing  satisfactorily. 

Generally  dry  weather  throughout  the  planting  period  In  Buganda  Province 
Interfered  with  planting  operations  somewhat  and  restricted  early  growth.    Mo  seed 
was  distributed  after  August  31,  but  planting  continued  Into  September  with  seed  al- 
ready In  the  hands  of  farmers.     After  seed  distribution  for  planting  was  completed 
all  reserves  were  released  to  the  Oilseeds  Control. 


UGANDA:     Cotton  acreage,  by  Provinces,   1941  to  1943 


..  —  .  _   . 

.   

1943 

PROVINCE 

- — '  

!9<M 

1942 

( 1 NCOMPLFTP)  a/ 

•                ACTGS  * 

Acts  $ 

ACTQ  S 

■ 

Eastern  Province! 

234, 300 

269, 900 

North  Central   Zone  .. 

85,800 

1  10,  300 

South  Central   Zone  .. 

i  if-  inn 

3D , OU  J 

IP  A  ODD 

<son 

21 ,  100 

4<J,  DUO 

*  ••                  iq  r*.nn 

IQ  Onn 

13,900 

25, 700 

 :             6  27  ,  000 

487,000 

60  3,  100 

Western  Province: 

 :  67,900 

31,000 

63,700 

23,700 

38,700 

Achol J :     East  Upper  , 

 :y  17,900 

900 

:                6,  100 

Acho! 1 :     East  Lower  . 

 :  b/ 

1,  200 

;  4,900 

:                5, 600 

:                1 4, 500 

West  Nile-Mad  1  Zone  . 

 :               1  3,  500 

15,  100 

:               14, 300 

3,  100 

17,000 

80,600 

159,  200 

Buganda  Province: 

:              230  ,  200 

:             259,  200 

:               24,  200 

:  31,700 

Mubende-Toro  Zone  .. 

 :              97  ,  300 

52,800  - 

46,  300 

:             307  ,  200 

:             337  ,  200 

:  874,300 

:           1,099  ,  500 

Compiled  from  Cotton  Reports  of  the  Uganda  Department  of  Agriculture. 
&/  Acreage  planted  to  August  31,  1943. 

b/  Acreage  of  East  Lower  Acholi  included  with  that  of  East  Upper  Acholl. 
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LIVESTOCK,'  MEATS,'  AND  WOOL  .  .  . 

Arthur  T.  Thompson,   in  charge 


BRITISH  BUY  SOUTH  AMERICAN  MEATS  FOR  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food,  in  fulfillment  of  Its  assigned  responsibility 
as  sole  purchaser  for  the  United  Nations  of  South  .American  meat  and  meat  products, 
has  now  concluded  contracts  with  Argentina  and  Uruguay  for  their  exportable  surplus, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  the  Combined  Food  Board,    Offers  have  also  been  made 
to  Brazil  and  Paraguay,  and  their  acceptances  are  awaited.    The  contracts  cover  ap- 
proximately a  2-year  period  ending  September  30,   1944,  and  apply  to  all  meats  shipped 
since  the  expiration  of  previous  contracts  In  the  latter  part  of  1942. 

CCMTRACT  PRICES    Prices  In  the  new  contracts  are  somewhat  higher  than  those  paid  In 
SOME'fHAT  HIGHER    the  last  contracts«    "eats  of  similar  grade  and  product  form  will 

carry  about  the  same  relative- prices  for  each  6f  the  supplying  coun- 
tries.   The  price  per  pound  for  frozen  beef  ranges  from  5-1/4  cents  to  12-1/4  cents, 
(United  States  currency  equivalent)  f.o.b.  shipping  point,  depending  on  quality  and 
whether  the  bone  has  been  removed  from  the  meat.    Most  of  the  South  American  beef 
Is  now  shipped  boned-out  to  save  cargo  space.    The  price  specified  for  first-grade 
canned  corned  beef,  f.o.b.  shipping  point,  Is  equivalent  to  about  18.1  cents  per  pound 
(in  united  States  currency)  when  packed  in  12-ounce  tins  and  about  17.4  cents  when 
packed  In  6-pound  tins. 

SUPPLIES  TO  The  meat  supplies  thus  acquired  will  be  shared  among  the  various  claimant 
SE     SHARED    natlons  on  tne  basis  of  recommendations  made  by  the  Combined  Food  Board, 

As  In  the  past,  practically  all  of  the  frozen  and  cured  meat  Is  scheduled 
to  go  to  the  United  Kingdom.    None  of  the  fresh  meat  will  enter  the  United  States. 
The  canned  meats  will  be  utilized  primarily  for  military  purposes,  and  the  sharing 
countries  will  include  Canada,  the  United  States,  the  Soviet  Union,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  union  of  South  Africa. 

In  order  that  canned  corned  meat  may  be  conserved  for  the  use  of  armed  forces 
In  action,  those  of  the  United  Nations  sharing  in  the  Food  Board  allocations  have, 
wherever  practicable,  eliminated  civilian  consumption.    Even  within  the  armed  forces, 
consumption  is  being  confined  to  situations  in  which  other  types  of  meat  are  not 
available.     In  keeping  with  this  program,  the  United  States  Government,  under  General 
Imports  Order  M-63,  now  prohibits  the  Importation  into  the  continental  area  of  canned 
meats  for  civilian  use.. 

THE    LEADING    As  in  the  5  years  preceding  the  »var,  beef  will  represent  by  far  the 
PRODUCT  3EEF    larSest  share  of  production  In  the  South  American  countries  (Argentina, 

Uruguay,  Brazil,  and  Paraguay)  under  the  British  contract.    Meat  pro- 
duction In  these  countries  for  the  years .  1934-  1933  averaged  8.3  billion  pounds,  79 
percent  of  which  was  beef,   15  percent  pork,  and  6  percent  mutton  and  lamb. 

Exports  represented  about  28  percent  of  the  total  output  of  beef  and  veal  and 
about  24  percent  of  the  mutton  and  lamb,  with  the  deficit  areas  of  Europe  as  the 
principal  buyers.    Pork  exports  were  relatively  small,  amounting  only  to  4  percent  of 
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total  production,  but  these  have  Increased  substantially  since  the  war  began, especially 
from  Argentina.    Thus,  while  South  American  livestock,  countries  have  maintained  a 
relatively  high  export  volume  through  the  years,  the  greater  share  of  total  output 
has  been  consumed  at  home  and  the  per  capita  meat-consumption  rate  In  these  countries, 
especially  of  beef,  has  been  much  larger  than  In  the  United  States  or  In  Europe. 

Among  the  purchasing  countries,  the  United  Kingdom  has  always  ranked  first  in 
Importance,  particularly  for  chilled  beef  produced  from  the  high  quality  chiller 
steers  of  Argentina.    The  United  Kingdom  has  also  taken  a  fairly  large  quantity  of 
frozen  beef,  although  the  bulk  of  this  type  has  gone  to  continental  European  countries. 

The  United  States  has  been  an  outlet  along  with  the  united  Kingdom  for  South 
American  canned  beef.     In  1938.,  the  United  States  Imported  about  33  percent  of  the 
quantity  exported,  although  this  quantity  amounted  only  to  6  percent  of  total  exports 
of  all  types  of  beef,    in  comparison,  the  United  Kingdom  took  1,034  million  pounds, 
or  68  percent,  of  all  types  exported.    Similarly,  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  same 
year  took  62  percent  of.  the-  exports  of  mutton  and  lamb,  which  originated  mostly  in 
Argentina  and  Uruguay,  and  .about  two-thirds  of  the  pork,  most  of  which  comes  from 
Argentina.  •  . 

IRISH  CATTLE  NUMBERS  INCREASE,  HOGS  AND  SHEEP  DECLINE 

Irish  cattle  stocks  continued  to  be  well  maintained  In  1943,  the  June  estimate 
even  showing  an  increase  above  pre-war.    Hog  and  sheep  numbers,  however,  continued 
to  decline  and  are  now  materially  below  pre-war  numbers.     Cattle  numbers  In  June  1943 
were  1  percent  above  1942.    The  greatest  Increase  was  in  cattle  other  than  milk  cows, 
of  1  year  and  over.    Milk  cows  remained  at  the  1942  level  and  were  only  slightly 
below  pre-war.    The  expansion  in  beef  cattle  is  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  there  Is  a 
good  demand  for  slaughter  cattle  in  England,  and  less  labor  Is  required  for  beef  cattle 
than  for  dairy  cattle.    Hogs  showed  a  further  decrease  in  1943  of  16  percent  as  com- 
pared with  1942,  and  the  number  on  hand  is  now  less  than  half  as  large  as  In  1939. 
Sheep  numbers  declined  only  5  percent  compared  with  1943  and  are  now  about  16  percent 
below  the  1939  level. 


IRELAND:     Livestock  numbers  In  June,  1939-1943 


CLASSI F( CATION 


19  39 


1540 


19  41 


1942 


19  43 


Thousands:  Thousands:  Thousands:  Thousands:  Thousands 


Cattle                                              :  : 

M]|k  cows  and  heifers  In  calf  .:  1,344: 

Other  cattle  under  I  year  :  1,925: 

One  year  and  upward  :  1,687: 

Total   :__  4,9 57! 

Hogs                                               :  ; 

Sows  :  95: 

Other  pigs  :  _  _836: 

Total   ...:   9  3l7 

Sh  eep  . .     :     _  3,0  48j 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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GENERA!  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  .  .  . 


PRIZE  FARMING  IN  ENGLAND 

The  British  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  In  its  Weekly  News  Service 
under  date  of  October  25,  1943,  published  an  account  of  the  production  achieved  this 
year  on  a  farm  in  Herefordshire.     This  farm  Is  not  a  highly  specialized  enterprise, 
Out  an  all  round  mixed  operation  Including  production  of  wheat,  vegetables,  milk, 
feed,  and  meat'.    The  statement  follows. 

"Responsible  for  the  largest  output  Of  foodstuffs  per  acre  In  Herefordshire 
is  Mr.  T.  W.  Rogers  of  Broadward  Hall,  Leominster.     Entered  in  the  senior  section  of 
a  recent  competition  for  farmers  with  over  200  acres,  Mr.  Rogers  was  awarded  the 
Hitchell-Hedges  Cup  for  this  remarkable  achievement. 

"Of  the  340  acres  farmed  by  Mr.  Rogers,   170  acres  are  arable  land  -  no  of 
these  having  been  ploughed  up  since  the  war.    The"  proportion  of  arable  land  produc- 
ing food  crops  Is  large,  there  being  120  acres  of  wheat,  potatoes,  and  vegetable 
crops.    Vegetable  production  is  a  feature,  with  50  acres  devoted  to  cabbages  and 
picking  peas.  ..»•.;  •       ■    :  .  : 

"Produce  on  the  farm  is  certainly  impressive.    This  year,  Mr,  Rogers  sold  over 
75  tons  of  early  potatoes,  over  77  tons  of  spring  cabbages  and  savoys,  42  tons  of 
brussels  sprouts,  and  4,000.  pots,  weighing  40  pounds  each,  of  picking  peas.  This 
season's  corn  yields,  says  Mr.  Rogers,  should  be  equally  good. 

"The  increased  acreage  brought  under  the  plough  has  not  affected  the  maintenance 
of  a  substantial  head  of .  livestock.    The  principal  activity  on  this  side  is  milk 
production  from  a  herd  of  128  pedigree  Dairy  Shorthorns.    Mr.  Rogers  aims  to  keep  60 
cows  in  milk  during  the  year,  and  his  records  over  the  past  12'  months  show  a  production 
of  30,000  gallons  during  the  period.    An  illustration  of  the  care  taken  against  waste 
is  the  system  of  manure  spreading  on  the  farm.    Liquid  manure  from  the  model  cow  sheds 
is  piped  into  a  4,000  gallon  tank,  and  carried  in  tumbrils  directly  on  to  the  land. 

"This  year  the  farm  yielded  80  tons  of  hay  and  clover.    For  the  feeding  of 
his  dairy  herd  Mr.  Rogers  is  also  growing  IS  acres  of  sugar  beet,  and  the  pulp  and 
tops  should  last  the  stock  until  Christmas'  when  he  will  follow  on  with  kale  and  man- 
golds.   Other  feeding  crops  Include  20  acres  of  oats  and  peas  and  18  acres  of  beans. 
In  addition,   140  tons  of  silage  were  made  on  the  farm  this  year.     Apart  from  the 
dairy  herd,  Mr.  Rogers  keeps  a, flock  of  220  lambs,  a  herd  of  40  Hereford  cattle,  and 
35  feeding'' pigs.  "  .   ,    .  • 

BRITIS  TO  DISCUSS  POST-WAR  AGRICULTURAL  POLICY 

The  British  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland 
were  authorized  on  October  28  to  begin  discussions  with  representatives  of  farmers 
as  to  the  country's  agricultural  policy  both  ln;  the  transitional  period  immediately 
after  the  war  and  In  the  post-war  period  generally.    The  discussions  will  be  of  an 
exploratory  character,  and  reports  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  to  the  War  Cabinet. 
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FOREIGN  EXCHANGE 


EXCHANGE  RATES:     Average  value  In  New  York  of  specified  currencies, 


week  ended  October  30.   1943  with  comparisons  a/ 


:                '.Cents  :  Cents'.  Cents  '.Cents  '.Cents  :  Cents  :  Cents'.  Cents 

Argentina  is/   «p«r  peso:   25.11:   29.11:   29.  li:   23.11:    29.li:  29. 11-   29.11'-  29.11 

Australia  c/   :Pound  . .  .  :  32 1.  50 :  32 1.  37 :  321.  50 :  322.  30 :  322.  80 :  322.80:322.90:322.80 

Brazil  d/   :Cruze!ro  ;     5.  U:     5.09:     5.15:     5.13:     5.13:  5.13:     5.13:  5.13 

British               .  :               :         -  V          :           :           :           :  ■     " '  :  ' 

India  :Rupee           30.12:   30.15:   30.  12:   30.  12:   30.12:  30.12:   30.12:  30.12 

Canada  §/   -.Dollar..:  83.33:  88.78:  37.63:  90.15:  89.43:  83.43:  89.65:  99.61 

:               :           : jy       :           :           :           :  :  I 

Mexico  ..:Peso   :   20.  57:   20.57:   20.57:   20.58:   20.53:  20.58:   20.59:  20.58 

New  Zealand  :  Pound  . ..:  322.  78:  322.  6  3.:  322.  78:  324.  42:  324.  42:  324.4  2:324.42:  324.  42 

South  Africa  -.Pound  ...:  398.  00:  393.  00:  398.  00:  398.00:  398.  00  :  393.00:  398.00:393.00 

United                    :                :           :           :                                 :  :           :  ' 

Kingdom  c_/   :PouTid  •  •  .  :  40  3.  50-  403.  ©/•  40  3.  50':  40  3,  50:  40  3.  50  =  40  3.  50  :  40  3.  SO-  40  3.  50 

Uruguay  g,   ..:Peso  :   52.72:   45.80:   52.72:   52.93:   52.98:  52.96:   52.99:  53.02 


Federal  Reserve  Board. 

a/  Noon  buying  rates  for  cable  transfers. 

b/  Official,  regular  exports.    The  special  export  rate  of  23.70  cents,  reported  be- 
ginning March  27,   1941,  applies  to  exchange  derived  from  certain  minor  exports  (e.g. 
dairy  products)  to  certain  countries  (e.g.  United  States),  such  exchange  formerly 
having  been  sold  in  the  free  market.     Quotations  nominal. 

c/  Free  prior  to  February  2,   1943.     Quotation  of  free  rate  discontinued  after  Feb- 
ruary 1,   1943,  when  regulations  were  Issued  by  the  British  Treasury  transforming  all 
free  sterling  balances  into  registered  sterling,  convertible  Into  dollars  at  the 
official  rate. 

d/  Free.    Under  law  of  October  6,  1942,  the  cruzeiro  oecame  the  unit  of  currency f| 
replacing  the  mllreis.     The  cruzeiro  has  the  same  value  as  the  mllreis.     Since  April 
10,   1939,  30  percent  of  the  exchange  derived  from  exports  must  be  turned  over  at  the 
official  buying  rate  of  6.06  cents,  the  weighted  average  value  of  the  mllreis  being 
5.42  cents  in  1942,  the  value  of  the  cruzeiro  5.41  cents  in  October,   1943  and  5.41 
cents  in  the  week  ended  October  30,   1943.     Quotations  nominal, 

e/  Free.    Host  transactions  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  take  place  at  the 

official  buying  and  selling  rates. 

f/  Quotations  nominal. 

£/  Noncontrolled.     Quotations  nominal. 
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EXCHANGE  RATES:     Average  value. in  Hew  York  of  Chinese,  Japanese, 
L  sc  European  currencies  during  last  full  months  for 

^chj^s^rjLj^^^   

.  NEW  YORK  RATES  SJ   ,  , 


COUNTRY 


UNIT 


MONTH 


RATE 


Bet  glu.n 
Den-nark 
France 


 :8elga  April   1940   •  . 

Krone   : March  1940   : 

 :  Franc  :May   1940   : 

German/  . . :  Rel  chsnark  ....:May   1941  id/ 

Greece  :  Drachma  : September  1949  .:*/ 

Italy  ...iLira  .......... -^ay   1941  Vd/ 

Netherlands  Guilder  Apr!  I  1940 

Norway  :  ..'...-.Krone  Search  1940   : 

Portugal   ■...:Escudo  May   1941   5 

Spain  .;  ...'.Peseta  :M'a'y   1941  .......  :d/ 

Sweden  :Krona  r'tfjy   ^ 41  : 

Switzerland  .  :  Franc  :^ay   '9*1  : 

China...  :Yuan  (  Shanghai  ):  June  »94l   :  &/ 

Japan    :Yen  '-June   1941  : 


Cents 
16.39 
19.  31 
1.95 
39.97 
0.66 
5.09 
53.09 
22.7  I 
4.00 
9.  13 
23.3  4 
23.  20 
5.  34 
23.  44 


CURRENT 


1/ 


Cents 
16.00 
20.98 
2.00 
40.00 
0.67 
5.  26 
53.09 
22.96 
6.67 
9.  13 
23.  8  I 
23.  2D 
5.  31 
23.  44 


a/.  Noon  buying  rates  for  cable  transfers  as  reported  by  Federal  Reserve  Board/  Last 
dally  rate  reported  on  April  8,   1940,  for  the  Danish  and  Norwegian  kroner;  on  May  9. 
1940,  for  the  belga  and  guilder;  on  June  15,  1940,  for  the  French  franc;  on  October  25, 
1940,  .for  the  drachma;  on  June  14,   1941,  for  the  other  above-mentioned  European 
currencies;  and  on  July  25,   1941,  for  the  yen  and  yuan  (Shanghai), 
b/  Based  on  German  official  rate  for  united  States  dollar. 

c/  Based  on  German  official  rate  for  United  States  dollar  in  occupied  area;  in  un- 
occupied area,  official  rate  of  2.28  cents. 
4/  Quotations  nominal.  . 

ey  Rate  for  currency;  for  checks,  4. 09  cents  to  the  escudo.  ■ 
f/  Rate  set  August  18,  1941,  by  Chinese  Stabilization  Board. 
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